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UNIVERSITY GUEST LECTURER DISCUSSES state + cs
LAWYERS, ADVERTISING AT LAW PROGRAM
MISSOULA--
Earl F. Morris, Columbus, Ohio, a former president of the American Bar Association, who 
is chairman of the ABA Committee to Secure Adoption of the Code of Professional Responsibility 
in Every State, discussed the current controversy over advertising by lawyers Wednesday,
Feb. 16, at the University of Montana in Missoula.
In his guest lecture at UM, Morris, who is in private practice, spoke to students 
enrolled in Prof. David Patterson's professional responsibility course. Topic of the 
discussion by Morris was "Lawyers, Advertisers, and Professional Responsibility."
Concentrating on recent cases, Morris said actions challenging restrictions on lawyer 
advertising are based on the contention that the advertising ban is unconstitutional as 
violative of First Amendment Rights and is invalid under antitrust laws.
Citing an Arizona test case, Morris said, Bates and O'Steen v. State Bar of Arizona was 
argued before the U.S. Supreme Court January 18, 1977.
According to Morris, John R. Bates and Van O'Steen, who operate a Phoenix legal clinic 
designed to serve people of low or moderate income, placed an ad in a daily newspaper headed, 
"Do You Need A Lawyer? Legal Services at Very Reasonable Fees," and listing five types o f  
legal services and their prices.
They were charged with violating the Code of Professional Responsibility and were 
censured, Morris said.
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He said Bates and O'Steen then filed a suit to determine if the Code was unconstitutional 
or violated state or federal antitrust laws. The Supreme Court of Arizona upheld the Code 
as constitutional and found federal antitrust laws inapplicable, and Bates and 0 * Steen then 
appealed the case to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Morris said similar cases are pending in federal courts throughout the country, but 
Bates and O ’Steen should dispose o f  the basic legal issues.
Though the Supreme Court declared last May that the First Amendment does apply to 
commercial speech, there are also indications that the Court may conclude it is "inherently 
misleading" to advertise the price of professional services, Morris said. The Court may go 
either way on that issue, according to the Ohio attorney.
The UM Law School Visiting Lecturer Program is partially funded through a gift from the 
Blankenbaker Foundation.
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